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Since the Time of the
Blackwell Sisters, Little

More Than Half a
CenturyAgo I heirSex
Has Made Marvelous

Progress in Medicine.

By Winnifred Harper Cooley
: n pAin and angulsh wring the brow,
aistering angel thou”

HY has public opinion been so
’ frard an the cooman doctor wihen
she sought to fulfill her essen-
riclly womanly function of alleviating pain?
Hhy have we frosened upan her because she
desired 10 do this angelic scork  wwith skill
and cducation, bur never objected swhen she
crudely labored over sick-beds or ignorantly
acted as midsvife? 1hy has she been barred
out of medical schaols, and ver welcomed as
murse; railed at as surgeon, but sought as
servant? e would scarcely Tike to hint that
it is because the skilled wwork of a physician
is lucrative and the others not that men have
stubbornly and wiolently tried to  forbid
eager young wamen their chance to perform
the greatest possible social service——the curing
of disease.

Whatever the reason for the old-time
prejudice, it wwas not effectual, for the doors
of the medical colleges have been battered

awn, and more than 06000 twomen physi-
cians and surgeons are today practicing in
America. In New York there are more
than 200 in the telephone book, and other
cities shotw a proportionate number. Then
there are wamen dentists  and asteopaths—
and thousands of trained nurses. The first
dentist to follow our flag into the Philippines
was a woman, Dr. Anna Sawver. One
woman dentist in New England em ploys six
assistants.  There are several hundred women
dentists, deft of touch and successful.
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persist in trusting a man merely becouse he {8 a man.
As an actual fact, thers now are famous women

surgeons,

gpeclallsts and heads of Insane agyiums. Tip,

Hannah Gralinm 1= a well-Known surgeon of the middla
west.
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Preston also is well known outside of Philadelphia.
Dr. Hannah E. Leongshore, mother of the wife of tha
present mayor of Philadelphia, Mrs. Rudolph Blank-
enburg, long hns been revered. She is one of the very
enriiest pioncers, having been bharn In 1510, Ele was
delighted when, In 1550, the W man's Medical Collega
was opened, and throughout her long life practiced
medicine with zenl and the glastic certainty that
yiinithel

women were qulte as 3 lea]l and
humanitarian world as men Her hushand alwaya
WHA most o rnging, and her two ehildren have
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a4 practico nowandays than a man, because there ars
speclal needs for her—the work for women and chil-
dren. I confess there Is a yYounger set of men that
apposes women physicians; but I believe they nre
Actuated by discouragement over the cutthroat com-
petition of modern times, and so experlence a kind of
desperation. They do not accept the lden of the sur-
vival of the fittest and realize that women must com-
pete ulso, and only those will succeed ns physicians
(either men or women) whoe are thoroughly qualifed.™
‘Dr. Barah McNutt studled medicine at the Woman's
Medleal College of the New York Infirmary, recelving
her degree in 1577, She served two years as Interne
In the college hospital; then visited Europe, studying
the principal hospitals. For years she was an In-
structor in gynecology, and later was nssistant to the
chalr of general surgery In the Woman's Medleal Cal-
lege, Speefallzing on the dispnses of women and chlil-
dren, she gradually achleved a natlonal reputation.
When the > ¢ York Postgradunte Hospltal was
organized aho 1 me lecturer on discises of children,
Stronge as 1L may seem, nt that thme there was not
In ll].l.gh‘aw York a single ward in any hospital devatad
exclusively to voung children, Liector MeNutt founded

the bables' wiurds and gave bhedside instruetion In
children’s dis a that « | not Lo obtalned else-
where, She estub fact that infantile paral-
¥sle tfollowing «ir Jar . was  due to meningeal
hemorrhage. which tesulted from injury to the brain
during birth, and sha presented this discovery in a

paper before the Amertenn Nvur_nlngh-al Boclety upaon
her admission to that body In 1584
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In 158 with Duocta feNuit ami her sister, Dr Julia
MeNutt, ks ol 18 physicions.  Doctor  Julin

founded the Post Training Schanl for Nurses,
which led direct] h inetitutions belng connected
with three of 15 In New York elty.

So muany vital ! feal ﬁran‘.rirn Are con-
nected with 1Y oF MeNutt's career that a Invman ean
searcely appr . balnstaking research
and detalled de \'u!wi practice; hut one must peak of

har original work In eonnectlon with the morgue.
The Idea of uslng the material of tha New York
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by a long life of labor and love such ag lived hy this
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to equal suff a modern association of men
and wom * Haclely for Sanitary and Moral
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1 ents happen to seek a waman
doctor ™’ this Veteran She answered me
exactly ns young woman lawver did to whem I
put a ar question regarding men cllents.  'Ha.
CRUER ey hear of some cure effected Naturally,
people ¢ fager to find a ‘tor who has had success
with thelr pecullar allma i man learns that
some speclal womiun physician has effected clures af
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t t he Is suffering with. he
and [s delighted It he !s cured,

"1 eannot quite camprehend ¥our extrems optl-
misnL” 1 ventured, “fnr sven I in my shert lfe have
run against much violent prejudice agalnst women
doctors.”

“You, as an nutslder, probably would,” she replied.
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wonitn makes them e=xpecltilly successful. Tho fleld la
uniimited in bacteriology, for they can spend time but
ro physienl effort at tha microscopn.  Obstetrios and
the ecare of childron always appeal to thoe medieal
womnan, Thus, my Hoston friend,

And now we come Lo the wonderfyl
dren being accomplished by the New York city de-
partment of health under the direction of a voung
woman, Dr. Joscphine Baker, The reason o womaon Ia
at the head of the ¢hild hyglono department of grenter
New York Is thoat she proved herself efliclent In othor
positions. She was graduated In 1898, and In 1501 wis
appointed a medlcal Inspector In the department of
health, and in 1907 usalsiant te the comilssioner, In
1809 ghe became direcior of the division of ehilq
hyglene, the firsg person to fill this position. This
wonderful modern department demonstrates the first
attempt by any munlelpality in America to pleces
under one administrative 1 A all munieipal sotivities
relating to the health of chlldren.  Its effort ix to
vare for the health of clilldren from Birth to working

work for chil-

age. For 1812 (he approprietion |5 $546995. Dr, Jo-
fephine Baker s 1n o Arge of this work for the entirn
eity.  Under her are an l#stant director, supoerin-
tendent of nurses, five horough chlefs, a suporvisin
Inspector and o Bupervising ¢ of Lthe lnfunls’ mil
statlons, m o the divisio it roo 146 medieal $n-
spectors, 6] nurses, 55 a s, 2 cleaners and ap

office stafl of 35

The activities of the division concern:
Contrsl and supervision of midwives,
Reduction of Infant mortality,
Bupervising af foundl g bables
Buprretsitg of inetitutions andg day nirseries
Medieal Inspection and examination of school chil.
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well-known medical expert on

schools, Dr.
" 8. Cornell, whoe s direclor of the division of
research at the New Jersev Schoonl for the
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Feeble-Minded, as well ns of medical Ins
public schools of Philadelphia, thinks that very much
of Miss Hlesse's obeervatlons is correct, He Is tha
autior of the work, “Hoalth and Medical Inspection of
Hchool Children,” and is lecturer on child hyglene at
the Liniversity of Pennsyivania: so his |s the selentifie
view attained after rescarch of the kind that embraces
pretiy nearly all of the madern studics coneentrating
on the maore youthful porttons belonging to the science
of man's knowing himself,

“There Is assuredly n difference In effects of eolors
on the emotions,” Doctor Cornell sald, “On the. general
subject very much hns been written, and the lterature
that applles to colors contains many curlous examples
of theoretical attempls to maka colors serve practical
e with the emaotiona,  There wns one fsuperintendant
of an insane asylum, In the mlddle west, who trisd to
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“But that color effects are i something
selence does admit, [t is known that prie
a short time violet 1o muost
peaple,  Miss Hesse | | estimats
of the jfarring infl Biatlng Influsnce,
colors can. exert,

“Bul the utilization of any eolor in dark tones is
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from above. In the course of Lillding up the public
Echool system  there remaln some  bofldin nreganting
the praobie ol 1k 15 which, for such purpises, are too
dark even Tor the use of the light green L Is favorad
because of its grateful, restful hue. It is the practica
Inere to paint walls ns well as cellings in the light-

regerving buff tint, so that the prime noed of ndequate
ﬂlumlnnlinn shall be satlsfied. y

"By the way, doctor,” hs was asked, "do we know
ANy more ahout the colors we aught to use in our homea

than s0 many scheool boards seéem ta employ in the
schonls 2" -

Tt is a plty that we don't " was the slgnlficant
answer. ‘‘The use of eolors that s | > lititant ta

the eyve and the emotions is n ph
of l'IJ,\ti]l‘l.‘_ We should make :he gole 1Hnis, In tha
homes we occupy¥, as neariy compliant \l'l:_ln thil law na
we are iearning to make the schdoltooms

it is just possible thal man's knrlwrm]EE_ of himself
may ultimately get some real help from his modarn,
mnﬁest attempt to know eomething about his ehildren,
And, then, what aill hecome of the popular carmine
dining room?




